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Top: Reception for JFEW Summer Internship Program at Brooklyn College
Left to Right: Marcia Goldsmith, JFEW Board member; Jorge Liciarga,  
employer; Zavi Baynes, career advisor; Ciuiliu Zhou, intern; Robert Sosa, employer
Bottom: Reception for recipients, summer 2007

At summer 2007 reception for recipients  
Left: Marcy Russo, JFEW Board President  Right: Terry Isakova, NYU student  

from disadvantaged backgrounds, we began collaborating 
with two new partners, the Harlem Educational Activities 
Fund (HEAF) and the Sadie Nash Leadership Project in 
Brooklyn. Both organizations work with high school students 
to foster academic and leadership skills that help ensure their 
success in college. Each organization nominates students for 
four-year college scholarships.
 I am also proud to report that, this year, in addition to 
providing scholarships to a number of students with highly 
compelling need, the Board of Directors will also provide 
stipends to six nurses from the former Soviet Union. These 
funds will enable them to take a preparatory class organized 
by the Metropolitan Coordinating Council on Jewish Poverty 
to prepare for the re-licensing examination to practice  
nursing in the United States. We wish them well!
 Finally, we wish all the best to Marge Goldwater, our 
executive director, who is leaving the Foundation after 11 
years. During her tenure, she helped us re-imagine JFEW as 
a more strategic organization, cultivating partnerships with 
community organizations and institutions of higher learn-
ing across the five boroughs. We are also grateful to Marge 
for her activism in identifying and reaching out to alumnae, 
which has resulted in their service as mentors, the Alumnae 
Scholarship Fund, as well as our first endowed scholarships. 
She will be deeply missed by all of us.

Marcy Russo

Message from the President 

Ten years ago, the Foundation embarked upon a strategic 
planning process for the first time in its long history. That 
process led to the development of our current scholarship 
programs. A decade later, it is now time for us to take an-
other look and develop a new plan for the future in light of 
the shifting demographics in New York City, the rising cost 
of education and the increased competitiveness in achieving 
access to the workforce. I look forward to reporting back to 
you on the results of this re-examination.

 These last several months have been quite busy at the 
Foundation. We launched a new scholarship program at three 
of New York City’s leading high schools—the Bronx High 
School of Science, Hunter High School and Stuyvesant High 
School. Each year, the program will provide four-year college 
scholarships to approximately 15 highly talented students 
with financial need. This program complements our joint  
program with the Rose Biller Endowment of UJA-Federation. 
This year, in our College Access Program for undergraduates 



Message from the Director 

I am pleased to report that in the current 
school year the Jewish Foundation for  
Education of Women is providing  
support for higher education to more than 
500 women in the New York area. As has 
been true in previous years, recipients hail 
from the four corners of the earth. For 2007-08, we boast 
students from 18 nations as well as native-born New Yorkers 
from the city’s five boroughs. The recipients are a hardy lot, 
so many juggling childcare, jobs and the care of elderly 
parents at the same time they are enrolled as full-time  
students, trying to better their lot and often better the world. 
We are privileged to help such talented and hardworking 
individuals.
 In August, we hosted our annual reception for  
current recipients and family members in our College Access 
Program, our Health Sciences Program and our new program 
in NYC high schools. Three former recipients, Dr. Elisabeth 
Jackson, who works with the New York City Administration 
for Children’s Services; Elaine Pofeldt, senior editor, FSB:  
Fortune Small Business, and Dr. Irena Veksler, an allergy and 
immunology specialist, spoke of their career experiences. 
Afterwards, at the reception, these women and several other 
alumnae spoke to students interested in pursuing careers in 
their fields. The event was a lively occasion and beneficial to 
the students in a variety of ways.
 As part of its commitment to women studying for  
degrees in social service, the Foundation offers scholarships 
to women at the Mailman School of Public Health at  
Columbia University, where tuition, alone, for the two-year 
program is $25,000 a year. This year, each recipient brings 
to bear on her studies a remarkable amount of prior work 
experience. One was a Fulbright Scholar in Spain, where she 
assisted in workshops on sexual health; another worked as a 
site leader for The Women’s Global Health Imperative at the 
University of California, San Francisco, and the third, a  
Barnard graduate in chemistry, worked as a medicinal  
chemist and will focus on the needs of the elderly in  
her work. These women have already demonstrated a  
commitment to public service and an ability to work in  
their chosen field; clearly, they are bound for further success.
 Finally, I want to say that it has been a privilege to serve 
as executive director of the Foundation these past 11 years 
and to work with such talented students as they pursued 
higher education, often with substantial obstacles to  
overcome along the way. It has also been gratifying to come 
to know so many alumnae of considerable accomplishment 
and generosity. I will miss all of you as I move on to another 
position. I wish you well and look forward to reading about 
your good news in future newsletters.

Marge Goldwater

Reading, Writing and ’Rithmatic
Alums Excel in these Disciplines and Beyond

If we invited all the JFEW alumnae cited below, we might 
well have the ultimate dinner party. There would be sufficient 
commonalities among the guests—everyone in school during 
the mid-80s, most raised in the New York City area or living 
here for at least a few years during graduate school; no one 
who grew up in affluence, yet everyone determined to get 
higher education; most of the same age. Critical to the mix, 
each pursued a passion and managed to translate it into an 
impressive professional career. 
 What energy would be generated at such an evening by 
the exceptional diversity that overlies these commonalities! 
These are women who have achieved in the profit and 
nonprofit sectors; who have found success in the sciences, 
in the arts—and in one case, both; women who have found 
challenging career paths in law, and those who have done so 
in education.
 This year, we are proud to report on 
several alumnae who are practicing in the 
fields of medicine and dentistry. Alice B. 
Deutsch, DMD, received her degree in 
dentistry at the Tufts University School of 
Dental Medicine and practiced in New York 
City for 15 years. She is now working towards an MPH at the 
State University of New York at Stony Brook, with a focus on 
oral health during pregnancy. 
 Judy Chiao, MD, who completed her medical studies 
at Harvard Medical School, is currently vice president for 
clinical development and regulatory affairs at Cyclacel, a 
cell cycle-based biopharmaceutical company. Previously, 
Dr. Chiao was vice president of Oncology Clinical Research 
and Development at Aton Pharma, Inc., and before that was 
a senior medical reviewer in the division of Oncology Drug 
Administration at the FDA. 
 Terri Fried, MD, another Harvard Medical School 
graduate, is an associate professor of 
medicine at the Yale University School of 
Medicine. A specialist in geriatrics and 
shared decision-making, she is also director 
of the Pilot and Exploratory Studies Core 
at Yale. Rhona S. Greenbaum-Susser, MD, 
received her medical degree from Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine and is now a dermatologist in East Meadow, NY. 
Debra R. Abramson, DPT, is also a health care professional. 
A graduate summa cum laude of Long Island University, 
where she also earned her doctorate in physical therapy, she 
now has her own practice, Abramson Physical Therapy, in 
New York City. 
 We are pleased to report on several alumnae who are 
distinguished in the fields of higher education and the 
arts. Diana Dabby, PhD, who holds a master’s degree in 
piano and music theory from Mills College, University of 
California, Berkeley, and a doctorate in computer science and 
electrical engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of 
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Technology, is currently at MIT’s Laboratory for Information 
and Decision Systems. She is involved in research on how 
music can be mathematically represented. Dr. Dabby is also 
currently writing a book entitled “Variations and Shadows–
Music from Chaos.” 
 Among the alums in higher education are three English 
professors. Glenda Frank, PhD, who received her doctorate 
from the Graduate School and University Center, City 
University of New York, is adjunct assistant professor of 
English and speech at the Fashion Institute 
of Technology, SUNY, in New York City. 
Donna Masini is the author of two books of 
poems and a novel. She teaches at Hunter 
College in New York and is grateful to the 
Jewish Foundation for her MFA from New 
York University. Eda Thorne Henao, PhD, 
who completed her doctoral studies at the CUNY Graduate 
Center, teaches at CUNY as well. She is professor of Spanish 
language and Spanish-American literature at Borough of 
Manhattan Community College. 
 Marcia Goldapple is yet another educator. Her area 
of expertise is special education, with a focus on teaching 
reading to elementary school children with learning 
disabilities. But she’s not the only JFEW alum in that family. 
Her daughter, Leslie Goldapple Greene, received a JFEW 
scholarship to attend the University of Buffalo. She went on 
to earn a master’s in guidance counseling and is now working 
as a guidance counselor in Amherst, New York.
 Also an educator in the area of special education is 
Susan F. Gross, who graduated summa cum laude from 
City College of New York and earned her MA in applied 
behavioral science from Adelphi University. She is co-
founder of Alternative Paths Training School in Alexandria, 
Virginia, a not-for-profit, private special education day school 
for students with developmental disabilities, where she now 
serves as co-program director. 
 Other of our alumnae have distinguished themselves in 
the arts. Lydia Stryk, PhD, holds a doctorate 
in theater and has written over ten  
full-length and several short plays. They 
have been seen at festivals and theaters and 
as part of reading series around the United 
States and in Europe. She is the recipient 
of a Berrilla Kerr Playwright Award and 
currently teaches playwriting and theater at Hunter College 
in New York. Gina Levy is an award winning director who 
was named one of “25 New Faces of Independent Film” 
by Filmmaker Magazine. Her documentary Foo-Foo Dust, 
which explores the relationship between a crack-addicted 
prostitute and her junkie son, was short-listed for an 
Academy Award.
 Also distinguishing herself in the arts is Susan E. Bergh, 
PhD, who completed her doctoral studies in art history at 
Columbia University and is now the associate curator of the 
Art of the Ancient Americas at the Cleveland Museum of Art.
 Alums have also been making impressive contributions 

in the public service realm. Jackie Myra Gelb is the principal 
of Community Ventures Consulting, a strategy consulting 
firm for nonprofits and community-based governmental 
initiatives, which provides practical support to organizations 
as they change and grow. 
 A graduate of Cornell University and Duke University 
School of Law, Fern Feil Kaufman specializes in 
alternative dispute resolution. She is currently counsel 
for dispute resolution at the United States Department of 
Transportation’s Center for Alternative Dispute Resolution 
in Washington, DC. Prior to joining the Department of 
Transportation, Ms. Kaufman was director of Alternative 
Dispute Resolution at the Federal Labor Relations Authority, 
and before that was deputy director of mediation services 
at the Department of Health and Human Services in 
Washington. Jacqueline M. James graduated cum laude from 
both Pace University and the Columbus School of Law at 
Catholic University. She is admitted to practice before the 
Supreme Court of the United States as well as to numerous 
lower courts in New York State and Connecticut. She is 
currently of counsel to the law office of Todd J. Krouner in 
Chappaqua, New York.
 Lena A. Basile, PhD, JD, is President, CEO and 
founder of Neumedicines, Inc., a start-up company based in 
Pasadena, CA, focused on developing therapeutics for gene 
therapy and cancer. Before earning her law degree from 
the University of Houston Law Center, she completed her 
doctoral studies in chemistry at Columbia University, which 
was followed by postdoctoral studies in molecular biology at 
Yale University.
 We are proud to have been a part of your journeys and 
wish you all the best for the future. Please keep in touch with 
us! We love hearing from you.

Alumnae Assist Six Women in 2007-08!

For Jennifer Pader, becoming a social worker means 
“becoming a light in what seems like an increasingly dark 
world.” But last year, faced with multiple hardships, both 
physical and financial, Ms. Pader was on the verge of 
having to give up that dream. Her course enrollment at the 
Hunter School of Social Work had already been canceled 
because she was unable to pay her tuition when she learned 
of her JFEW scholarship and so was able to reinstate her 
registration. Her dedication that year earned her Honors 
grades in five classes. This year, she was awarded a JFEW 
Alumnae Scholarship, which is enabling her to continue her 
graduate education. Despite her difficulties, she says she feels 
quite fortunate compared with the clients she served as an 
intern social worker during the past year. “They have even 
less than me,” she says, “because I have a strong hope that 
propels me forward.”
 Tiffany Bartholomew has dreams of becoming a film 
or television producer. A graduate this year of Aquinas 
High School, Ms. Bartholomew, the daughter of a single 
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JFEW Alumna and Noted Writer Susan Faludi 
Draws Praise for Her Latest Book, The Terror Dream

 “I knew in the sixth grade that I was going to be a 
journalist,” says JFEW alumna and Pulitzer Prize winner 
Susan Faludi. 
 “I would go around doing surveys on people’s political 
opinions for the school newspaper—and 
sometimes getting myself 
in trouble as a result. I 
was shy about speaking 
out forcefully in class, but I 
could be forceful on paper. It 
was a way to make my voice 
heard, to be part of a public 
conversation, to have  
an impact.”
 And what an impact she has 
had! Ms. Faludi describes herself 
as an intuitive feminist, and her 
first book, Backlash, chronicled 
what she saw as an antifeminist 
backlash in the way women were 
depicted in fashion, movies and in 
the media in the 1980s. In her most recent book, 
The Terror Dream, she points out anomalies she noticed 
in the country’s reaction to 9/11. “People seemed not to be 
reacting to the actual threat,” she says, but, rather, responded 
to the insecurity generated by the attack by reverting to a 
myth of cowboy swagger and feminine frailty. The New 
Yorker wrote: “Faludi’s third book provides an unexpected 
but incisive assessment of the post-September 11 era, through 
the lens of gender relations.”
 Born and raised in Queens, New York, Ms. Faludi was 
the first in her family to go to college. She had been accepted 
at Harvard on a scholarship, but it wasn’t large enough to 
enable her to attend. And then came the JFEW scholarship.
 At Harvard, she was managing editor of The Harvard 

Crimson, and she continued her journalistic 
career at a series of prominent 

newspapers, including The Wall 
Street Journal, where she produced 
a story on the social consequences 
of the leveraged buy-out of Safeway 
Stores, Inc. The story described 
what happens to people tossed out of 

lifetime jobs when a company with a 
reputation for taking care of its own is 

carved into little pieces and sold off, and it 
won her a Pulitzer Prize for Explanatory Journalism. At the 
time, it was the longest story that the Journal had ever run.
 Ms. Faludi expresses a deep gratitude to JFEW.  
“You helped me in a critical time in my life,” she says.

mother who puts highest priority on education, received 
both first and second honors in ninth, tenth and eleventh 
grades and made the National Honor Roll. She also received 
a mathematics award, had her poetry published in a teen 
anthology and participated in a myriad of extra-curricular 
activities during those years. Thanks to her Alumnae 
Scholarship, she now attends St. John’s University in  
Queens, where she is majoring in communications:  
television and film.
 As a married woman with six children, two of whom 
have special needs, Roseanne Levine is eager to become a 
second breadwinner in her family. During many years as 
a labor coach, medical assistant to a midwife and teacher 
of childbirth education, Ms. Levine developed a broad 
knowledge of women’s health issues and a belief that 
women’s mental health has been sorely neglected. This 
has led to a desire to acquire a graduate degree in social 
work, and with the help of her Alumnae Scholarship, she 
is currently working towards completing her MSW at the 
Wurzweiler School of Social Work at Yeshiva University.
 “Ever since I can remember, I’ve been passionate about 
architecture,” says Irina Chernyakova, now in her third year 
at Cornell School of Architecture with the help of her JFEW 
Alumnae Scholarship. The daughter of immigrant parents 
with their own educational loans to repay, Ms. Chernyakova 
works long and hard to achieve her dream. She graduated 
from the highly competitive Brooklyn Technical High School 
with a silver medal in excellence in architecture and was also 
senior class president. She now has a straight A record at 
Cornell, one of the nation’s preeminent architectural schools. 
 Rano Yusupova and her husband emigrated to New York 
from Uzbekistan in 1994 with their two children. Trained to 
advocate for children and families with special needs, Ms. 
Yusupova was uncertain how to pursue such a career, as she 
spoke little English. But she began taking English and other 
classes and finished a two-year program at Touro College 
to receive an associate’s degree and become a certified 
occupational therapy assistant. Now, after working as an 
OT assistant for eight years, Ms. Yusupova has returned to 
Touro with the help of a JFEW scholarship to work towards a 
master’s in occupational therapy.
 Liming Luo, born in China, was a top student at Hunter 
High School, where she took advanced placement courses 
in physics, computer science and logic and composition. 
In addition to this rigorous academic program, Ms. Luo 
was also vice president of the local chapter of the national 
mathematics honor society and co-editor-in-chief of a 
student magazine. However, her desire to go on to Columbia 
was almost thwarted by the college’s requirement that all 
freshmen live on campus, an additional expense that was 
making enrollment impossible. Her Alumnae Scholarship 
enabled her to matriculate this fall, essentially buying her 
time until next year, when she will be in a position to move 
to less expensive housing.

Contributions to the Jewish Foundation for Education of Women are fully tax-deductible as allowed by law and greatly appreciated. 
Checks should be sent to the Foundation office at 135 East 64th Street, New York, NY 10065.


